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TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 1 195 

SECRET BEIRUT 6370 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR,AEMR,LE 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTER EVACUATION SITE 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE HELICOPTER OPTION IS STILL UNDER 
CONSIDERATION EOR MY DEPARTURE EROM BEIRUT. IN THE EVENT THAT 
THIS OPTION IS SELECTED, YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE COMMENTS 
PREPARED BY DAO HUNT AND CONCURRED IN BY MY SECURITY DETAIL. 

2. HELICOPTER PICKUP IS POSSIBLE EROM MANY POINTS ALONG PUBLIC 
BEACH BETWEEN KHALDE AND OUZAI. IN FACT, AT POINT OPPOSITE 
SOUTHERNMOST BIA RUNWAY EXTENSION THERE IS A BEACH FRONT, 
HARD-SURFACED ROAD WEST OF AND PARALLEL TO DUAL COASTAL HIGHWAY. 
HOWEVER, ROADS IN THIS AREA ARE OETEN PARTIALLY COVERED BY 
DRIFTING SAND WHICH COULD BE INGESTED BY HELO ENGINES. IN OUR 
VIEW, MAJOR DRAWBACK TO PICKUP IN THIS AREA IS DIFFICULTY IN 
PREBRIEFING PILOT AND TROUBLE PILOT WOULD HAVE IN DETECTING 
PICKUP POINT AS HE CLOSES ON COAST. WE DO NOT HAVE 

ANY COLORED SMOKE GRENADES IN EMBASSY AND WOULD NOT WANT TO 
SO MARK PICKUP POINT IP WE DID. 

3. WE BELIEVE OPERATION WOULD GO MUCH FASTER IF PICKUP WERE 
MADE FROM SOUTHERN END OF RENAISSANCE SPORTS PIELD (IDENTIPIED 
IN FLUID DRIVE OP ORDERS AS LZ 2003D - SPORTS FIELD AT NORTH 

END OF BAIN MILITAIRE; COORDINATES YC 285537). THIS PICKUP 
POINT IS LOCATED ON EXTREME NW TIP OF RAS BEIRUT JUST NORTH 
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IDENTIFICATION FROM AIR. IT IS OPEN TO SEA ON WEST AND 
NORTH, AND BUILDINGS AND HILL TO SOUTH AFFORD COVER. 
SEELYE 
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